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A Pornt REGARDING TUBERCULOSIS. 


At the last meeting of the Lancashire V.M.A. 
the question of the retention of tubercular infec- 
tion by pasture was mentioned, and the President, 
Mr. Brittlebank, stated that Prof. Delépine is now 
working upon the subject. It is well that attention 
is being given to the point, for it may ultimately 
assume considerable importance in connection with 
the eradication of bovine tuberculosis. Pasture 
infection has hitherto been somewhat neglected, 
even by veterinary surgeons; but many experienced 
men, including so good a judge as Mr. Brittlebank, 
have little doubt that, under some conditions at any 
rate, it takes place. a 

Open land, well exposed to the sunlight, may not 


- retain infection long—the prevailing opinion is that 


it does not. But the conditions are very different 
in the case of rank, wooded pastures, and it is 
possible that these, when once contaminated, may 
retain infectivity much longer than many men have 
supposed. It will be difficult to obtain accurate 
knowledge of the question, for laboratory experi- 
ments can hardly reproduce the natural conditions, 
and probably any single clinical observation upon a 
disease so slow and insiduous in its progress as 
tuberculosis would be open to more than one inter- 
pretation. This is one of those points upon which 
a great deal of evidence is necessary, and any prac- 
titioner able to supply such evidence from his own 
experience should do so. The subject is an import- 
ant one now, and may become even more so as 
attempts to eradicate tuberculosis from herds 
hecome more frequent. It is possible that a clearer 
knowledge of the infectivity of pastures may enable 
us to prevent many a future disappointment in the 
creation of tubercle-free herds. 


VETERINARY DINNERS. 


Last November, for the first time, the Central 
Veterinary Society invited ladies to its annual 
dinner. The experiment proved a complete success ; 
and the result is that “ladies are specially invited ” 
to this year’s dinner of the same Society on Thurs- 
day next. We hope and expect, then, that the 
presence of ladies will henceforward be customary 
at the Central Society's dinners, and that other 
Associations will soon copy the London one. 

Hitherto, if we except the “ National” meetings, 
ladies have figured too little at our professional re- 
unions. But our Societies exist for two purposes 
—for strictly professional interchange of views, 
nd for social intercourse. And the last object can 
he far more completely attained if the wives, 
daughters, and sisters of the members join them 
in the one purely social function of the Associa- 
tion’s year. 


ILIAC THROMBOSIS—* ROYAL EAGLE.” 


I was very interested in reading Mr. Hunting’s 
report on Royal Eagle,” together with the post- 
mortem and notes by the other gentlemen. 

“Royal Eagle’ was under my veterinary care 
from the third day after the 1911 Derby until sold 
the following December. 

Before the Derby nothing was known amiss with 
him; he did not run quite up to expectation, and a 
few minutes after the race became so lame on the 
near hind that he was got to his box with difficulty, 
appeared to be in great pain, and sweated profusely ; 
after about an hour he rapidly improved, and was 
sound the next morning. The third day after he 
was cantered and again fell lame on the near hind, 
this time the lameness passed off after walking 
slowly a mile to his box. I saw him shortly after- 
wards and could find nothing the matter. 

I had him cantered the following day, when he 
remained sound. Two days after I was informed he 
had another attack, which passed off in the same 
manner. I had him cantered the next day sharply 
for five furlongs, he pulled up sound; after walking 
about fifty yards he became apparently uneasy, 
commenced to sweat, severe lameness of the near 
hind came on, the leg was carried, and he could not 
move for ten minutes. After this he was led gently 
home, dragging the toe along the ground. By the 
time he arrived home, about a mile, he was walking 
much better. This led me to suspect iliac throm- 
bosis. 

I proceeded to examine him per rectum when I 
found the left artery was not beating as I thought 
it should. I also found, just over the brim of the 
pelvis on the near side, about 8 o'clock, a swelling 
the size of a man’s hand, with ill defined edges, 
this was absent on the off side. A fortnight’s rest 
was ordered, and a course of Pot. iod. After the 
rest he was physicked and exercised, and went on 
well for a short time at moderate exercise: as soon 
as work was commenced the old symptoms re- 
appeared. He was alternately rested and tried 
again at woik, with the old symptoms gradually 
becoming aggravated, until he was thrown by, 
awaiting the “ change of air” I had advised. 

I examined him per rectum on various occasions, 
and found the artery on the left side had become 
occluded ; the swelling persisted the whole of the 
time, and I was ata loss to know what it was. 

One symptom I found absent I wish to point 
out; I could detect no difference in the tempera- 
tures of the hind legs during an attack. No lame- 
ness of the off hind occurred whilst under my care. 
I was asked about castration, but veal not 
advise it, 
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The horse was examined in consultation by the| enteritis, three being attributable to distemper, 
late Mr. Lawrence and also Mr. W. G. Green ;| while in two the intestinal discharges were hemor- 
neither gentleman would risk an opinion on the|rhagic. Four were cases of laryngitis—one acute 
nature of the swelling, but both concurred as to|two chronic, and one associated with distemper. 
the condition of the artery. In all twelve cases rapid and marked improvement 

Ws. T. D. Broap, M.R.C.v.s. | followed the use of pantopon, and it would appear 


Marlborough. 


—though it is not directly stated with regard to 
—————= | every case—that all recovered. 


Meyer therefore concludes that pantopon, like 


ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. | morphine, possesses an extraordinarily rapid sedative 


ffect when used subcutaneously, and that this 


effect is very advantageous in intestinal catarrh 


THE Action oF PANTOPON” UPON THE Doc. | attended by considerable straining, and in violent 


cough. Another important consideration is that 


Pantopon is a a ae representing the col-| the ‘circulation is scarcely affected by pantopon, 


lective alkaloids o 


opium in a form easily soluble| 414 the respiration is less affected by it than by 


in water. It is prepared by the firm of Hoffmann, morphine.—(Berliner Tier. Woch.) 


La Roche, and Co., and for a long time has been 
used with good results by the medical profession in 
intestinal affections (intestinal tuberculosis, etc.), 
and as a calming and sleep-producing agent. 


A Coccrpiosis OF THE GOAT. 
Coccidiosis of the goat has only been described 


Bernhard Meyer, of Berlin, has now been making | on two occasions. Marotel, alone, in discovering 
fairly extensive therapeutic use of pantopon upon |coccidia in the small intestines of two kids, has 
the dog, employing it in the form in which it is | made a complete study of the parasite. The lesions 
sent out by the firm, viz., in ampulle of a 2% solu-| were few in number, and took the form of slight 
tion. He has used it in different cases of gastric | projections upon the internal aspect of the intestine 
and intestinal disease—from slight intestinal catarrh | produced by .coccidia which were lodged in the 
to enteritis with bloody fecal discharges—with good | epithelium of. Lieberkiihn’s glands. 


results. Its effects have been equally good in laryn- 
geal and bronchial catarrh; and in one case of|i 


A. Martin, in 1911, received three fragments of 
ntestine coming from a Tunisian kid of two months 


cerebral convulsions in a dachshund Meyer obtain- | old, and now records (Revue | étérinaire) the results 
ed complete calm with 0:5 ¢.c. (about 9 minims) of | of his examination of them. The three pieces pre- 


the 2% solution. 


sented lesions which were identical in nature, but 


Meyer’s usual practice was to inject a dose _of| were unequally distributed upon each piece. The 


from 0-2 to 05 ¢.c. (according to the size of the dog) | i 


nternal aspect of the intestine was strewn with a 


daily till improvement took place. Vomiting,|large number of small nodules or tumours, some- 
which almost invariably followed the injection, had | times isolated, sometimes grouped, and of varying 
no harmful effect upon the further course of the|form and dimensions. In the places where they 


disease. The patient showed dulness and apathy 
for an hour or two only after the injection. 


were few in number they were rounded. When 
they were agglomerated they became oval, trian- 


Often a single injection sufficed in intestinal| gular, with blunt angles, or even kidney shaped. 
catarrh. The preparation shows a pronounced| These nodules projected from the surface of the 
anti-diarrheic effect when given per os upon an/mucous membrane, somewhat resembling coccidian 
empty stomach ; while, when it is given hypoder- | tumours of the intestine of the sheep. Microscopi- 
mically, its sedative and hypnotic effects come into|cal examination of the scrapings from a nodule 


prominence. 
Frequently occurring diarrhcea leading to rapid 


revealed the presence of coccidia. 


The microscopic lesions were very interesting, 


loss of strength is satisfactorily abated by pantopon | for the presence of coccidia was accompanied by 
without inducing an undesirable degree of constipa- | important modifications of the glands, the chorion, 
tion. This, in addition to the possibility of ad-|and the submucous tissue. The epithelium could 
ministering it hypodermically, gives pantopon an;not be studied, as it had been badly preserved. 
advantage over opium, which in most cases is too| The lesions of this form of coccidiosis—which may 


extreme in its action. 


be called a nodular coccidiosis—offered two charac- 


In two cases Meyer used the drug to produce| ters. One was a disposition in centres in the region 
narcosis for operations, injecting it in three doses|of Lieberkiihn’s glands, which were considerably 


given four hours, two hours, and immediately before 
operation. The dose used here was 0-04 grammes 
for medium-sized dogs. By this means Meyer 
induced stupor, but no loss of sensibility. 

Altogether Meyer has used the preparation upon 
about fifty dogs, and he gives very succintly report- 
ed clinical histories of the first twelve cases taken 
seriatim, adding the remark that the remainder 
resembled these. These twelve cases certainly sup- 
Riel the view that the drug is a very valuable one. 


ht were cases of gastritis, enteritis, or gastro- 


hypertrophied and dilated, with a papilla-like 
thickening of the submucous tissue which gave 
these centres the aspect of small warts or of 
nodules. The other was a proliferation of Lieber- 
kiihn’s glands in the depths of the submucous 
tissue, with a tendency to the formation of a glan- 
dular adenoma. This adenoma was comparable to 
that seen in the liver of the rabbit affected by 
coccidiosis. 

In examining proparations of the coccidia, Martin 
found stages corresponding to drawings previously 
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made by Marotel. He therefore regards his cases 
as due to the same species of coccidium as Marotel’s, 
and proposes to retain the name of Himeria 
Arloingi, previously given to it by Marotel, for the 
organism. 

The symptoms which were reported to Martin as 
having been observed were—sudden onset of the 
disease, refusal of food, rapid emaciation, decubitus, 
difficulty in rising, plaintive cries, anddeath in con- 
vulsions in three days. 

During the previous two years some other kids 
in the same shed had died with analogous symp- 
toms, but no post-mortem examination had been 
made.— Annales de Méd. Vét. 


«“SprINTER” FRACTURE OF THE Rip IN A MARE. 


Vignard reports (Revue Vétérinaire) the case of a 
mare who, emerging precipitately from the stable, 
was injured by colliding with the half closed door. 
She sustained a wound about sixteen inches long 
in the right costal region. The laceration involved 
the skin, panniculus, serratus magnus, and the ex- 
ternal intercostal muscles. The tenth, eleventh, 
twelfth, and thirteenth ribs were exposed; and the 
twelth had undergone a loss of osseous substance 
over a length of 4 4-5th inches. There was no 
transverse fracture, but the spongy tissue was very 
visible. The pleural pie | was only protected by the 
internal intercostal muscles. 

The treatment adopted was simple. The wound 
was disinfected with boric solution, and sutured at 
its two extremities. The central portion, corres- 
ponding to the damaged rib, was left uncovered and 
dressed with boric acid. Daily treatment on these 
lines brought about recovery at the end of a month, 
but a small fistula persisted for some time after- 
wards in the region from which the bone had been 
lost.—(Annales de Méd. Vét.) 

W. R. C. 


NORTH OF SCOTLAND 
VETERINARY MEDICAL SOCIETY. 


The half-yearly meeting was held in Aberdeen on 
Saturday, August 31st. Mr. William McPherson, Presi- 
dent, in the chair. The following members were 

nt: Messrs. Brown, Banchory; Baxter, Elgin ; 
mming, Culter; Howie, Alford; Murray, Cullen ; 
Marsden, Banff ; McVean, Craigellachie ; Peddie, Dun- 
dee ; Sievwright, Tarland ; Kerr, Ellon. Visitor: Mr. 
Cameron, senr., Berwick-on-Tweed. 


Apologies were received from Messrs. Anderson and 


The minutes of last meeting as they appeared in the 
veterinary papers were taken as read. 

New Member. Mr. Grorce Newmachar, 
was proposed by Mr. Howie, and seconded by Mr. Mc- 
Pherson. 

Correspondence.—The circular letter from Mr. Stewart 
Stockman, Secretary to the 10th International Veterin- 
ss Nag was placed before the meeting. 

he PREsIDENT warmly recommended the members 
each to do his best for the honour of the profession in 
Britain, pointing out that this was the first occasion on 
which the Congress met on our shores in spite of the 
fact that it was a British veterinarian who first sug- 
gested such a Congress. 


Peppie ably supplemented the President’s re- 
marks. 

It was ultimately agreed that each member be asked 
to subscribe to the fund. Those members not present 
to be written to by the Secretary and asked to intimate 
the amount (spread over three years) to him. The 
whole of the members present promised to subscribe 
half-a-guinea each annum for the three years. 

Mr. Peppie further moved that the Society should 
also subscribe to the funds. He said he was aware that 
the Society was not a wealthy one, as the annual con- 
tribution was small, but any sum however small, would 
be welcomed by the Organising Committee. 

Mr. BaxTER, in seconding, pro that the amount 
be three guineas, being one guinea per annum. This 
was unanimously to. 

The Secretary submitted a letter from the Secretary 
of the South Eastern V.M.A. asking for particulars of 
fees paid to Veterinary Inspectors by County Councils 
in the North of Scotland, and submitting a copy of a 
scale of fees which it was proposed to present to the 
County Council of Kent, and asking for comments on 
same. 

The Secretary intimated that as the matter was 
urgent he had taken it upon himself to answer Mr. 
Toope’s letter and to enclose a copy of the scale of fees 
in operation in Aberdeenshire. 


ANESTHETICS BILL. 


The PresIDENT in introducing this subject said it had 
been sprung rather suddenly upon the | eyo and so 
far as . was aware the profession had not been con- 
sulted in the matter. He asked the members for their 
opinions. 

Mr. S1Evwricart said that his chief objection to the 
Bill was that in a busy practice where a large number 
of colts had to ge a 1 on, was the extra time re- 
quired for the chloroforming He had no 
objections to chloroforming “rigs,” and he was of 
opinion that that operation could be better performed 
with the aid of an anesthetic. Should the Bill pass into 
law he was of opinion that it would be the means of 
doing away with quack castrators. 

Mr. CuMMING was of opinion that the process of 
chloroforming a colt would not take very long, and with 
gee veterinary surgeons would soon become expert. 

e would have tocharge “os fees for the work done. 
He thought as a Society we should ae the Bill. 

Mr. CAMERON was unaware of the Bill, and said his 
first impression was that it was hardly worth fighting, 
as the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons would not 
allow it to . Agricultural societies also would 
object to it. He thought that the veterinary profession 
should be trusted, asin the past, to use its own judg- 
ment as to what coustituted a cruel operation. 

Mr. Pepp1E thought we need not worry ourselves 
about the Bill as the Parliamentary Committee of the 
R.C.V.S. would very closely scrutinize it. He certainly 

d with Mr. Cameron when he saw that none of us 
would inflict any unnecessarily suffering on our patients. 
He was of opinion that some of the operations men- 
tioned in the Bill should only be performed under the 
influence of chloroform, while several could quite well 
and quite ew be performed under a local anzs- 
thetic. The Bill would certainly do a with quacks. 

Mr. MarspEN was of opinion that farmers would 
object to the extra fees. 

r. Baxter thought that we should do nothing, as 
agricultural societies would oppose it. 

The feeling of the meeting was that the matter 
should be left in the hands of the Council of the 
R.C.V.S., who would no doubt look after the interests 
of the profession. The Secre was instructed to 
write to the Council that we were depending upon them 
to look after our interests in the matter. 
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NOTES ON UNUSUAL CASES. 


ENLARGED Jomnts—INFLUENZA ! 


Mr. Howie submitted the following case. The sub- 
aes a two-year-old Clydesdale colt 16°3 hands high. 

hen called in the animal showed the ange, sy _ 
toms—temp. 105; pulse 70; breathing accelerated ; 
visible mucous sanieenes intensely yellow ; legs from 
hocks and knees downwards vedematous ; sheath and 
lower part of abdumen in like condition. Diagnosis— 
Bilious influenza. F 

After the usual treatment all the symptoms disap- 
peared except the swollen legs. In spite of all treatment 
the swellings persisted until at the knee, hock, and fet- 
lock joints. The enlargements assumed the consistency 
of bone. Fomentations, blisters, Iodine, and Iodides 
externally and internally were tried, without effect. 
Except the febrile period, the colt was never stiff nor 
lame. He was broken to harness and worked regularly, 
but still the enlargements persisted. 20s 

This was in August, 1909. The peculiarity of the 
case lies in the fact that every summer in August, this 
horse has had an exact repetition of the whole train of 
symptoms. The result being that after each successive 
attack the joints mentioned gained in size and have re- 
mained enlarged. The horse has worked 
the time except at the acute stage, and has never been 
lame. The only circumstance observed was that on 
each occasion the rye grass in the fields was ripe. What 
is the disease ? at treatment do you suggest for the 
enlarged joints. 

None of the members were able to name the disease 
nor had any of them seen a similar case. Some con- 
sidered it to be an obscure form of hepatic disease. 

Mr. Kerr said that he had had a good deal of influ- 
enza in his district, and drew the attention of the 
asa sequel. Ita mostly in the hind limbs, an 
shifted. from one ? to the other. 

Most of the members had seen similar cases, and were 
of opinion that the causes were of a rheumatic and 
nervous nature, and that only time—sometimes a long 
time—would a cure. 

Dermorp Cyst. 


Mr. McVean exhibited a completely formed tooth 
which he had recently removed from an abscess over 
the temporal bone under the ear of a horse. 

Experiences were related of similar cysts having been 
encountered in such parts as the tips of the ear, 
testicles, etc. 

REDWATER. 

Mr. CaMERON drew attention to the annual report of 
the Veterinary Department of the Board of Agriculture, 
copesially regarding the report on redwater in cattle. 
He asked : Is it still the case that there are two forms 
of redwater? Is the kind of redwater which is so 
prevalent in the North of Scotland in cows after calv- 
ving in certain seasons due to tick infection. 

r. CUMMING was of opinion that parturient red- 
water is due to tick infection, instancing outbreaks in 
which cows were attacked, the 
grazed the previous summer in the neighbour 0 
marsh: g 


y 

Mr. Brown said that he held very decided opinions 
ng redwater. He was of opinion that there were 

two forms. ist. “Darn” or tick infected redwater. 
2nd. Parturient redwater. He had microscopically 
examined the blood in both forms. In the former he 
never failed to find the pyroplasm, while in the latter 
he had not yet succeeded in discovering it. He would 
like members to send him samples of blood from the 


MALFORMATION— INCONTINENCE. 


Mr. SIEVWRIGHT gave particulars of a case of a year- 
ling filly which had suffered from incontinence of urine 
which dated back to its birth. There was a continual 
dribbling of urine from vagina, so much so that the hi 
and legs were incoriated and hairless. Along with 
urine there was also discharged a large quantity of 
sabulous material. For a time he regarded the bladder 
as the seat of the trouble, and tried every sort of acid 
and alkali treatment without success. During the early 
stages manual exploration was impossible owing to the 
smallness of the parts, but after the foal had developed 
he examined the parts per rectum and vagina when a 
remarkable train of symptoms was discovered. Ist. The 
bladder was found to be absolutely empty and contained 
no sabulous matter. 2nd. He found the os dilated, and 
on introducing his finger found sabulous material in the 
uterus. His conclusion was that the ureters instead of 
opening into the bladder led into the uterus, hence the 
incontinence. The sabulous material he attributed to 
decomposition of urine and formation of uric salts. 

The opinion of the members present was that it was a 
case of malformation, and that the animal would do no 


Morvratity oF CLYDESDALE FoALs. 


Mr. McPaHerson asked the meeting what was the 
cause of the death of so many pure Clydesdale foals at, 
or shortly after, birth. The foal did not seem to suffer 
from any disease, but merely a form of debility. It 
refused to get up at the usual time, would not suck, and 
just slept away until it died. He was inclined to attri- 
ute this mortality to in-breeding, which was notorious 
in the case of Clydesdales. 

The members generally expressed the same opinion, 
or at least were unable to point to any other cause. 
Arising out of this Mr. Brown asked, What is the 
earliest time after the birth of a foal that you will find 
symptoms of navel ill. : 

Several of the members said they had seen it imme- 
diately after birth, and were of opinion that the foal 
must have been infected in utero. 

Mr. Brown agreed, and said that that was rather a 
blow to the generally accepted theory that navel ill was 
due to infection through the navel after birth. He 
further strongly recommended the use of antistre 
coccic serum (polyvalent) as a preventive of navel-ill, 
one ampoule for a dose. 

Mr. CUMMING mentioned a case which he had in hand 
at the present time. An eight-year-old Clydesdale mare 
in the spring developed a large swelling under the 
saddle on one side. ith repeated fomentations the 
enlargement dissolved, but reappeared in the end of 
June in an aggravated form. It now extended from the 
withers to the loins. It was painless, and in shape like 
ahuge sausage. He had blistered it, and had seen it 
the previous day, but there was no improvement. 

Mr. Cumming was advised to try an 1 
operation in order to discover the nature of the swell- 
ing, as it was probable that there might be a pus centre, 
and that the swelling might be due to that. 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 

The following office bearers were appointed for the 
next year :— 

President.—Mr. MarspvEN, Banff. 

(Junior) Mr. Cummine, Culter. 

Hon. Sec. and Treas.—Mr. Howe, Alford. 


Council of Ma .—Messrs. Thomson, Hep- 
burn, pet eng bb, McPherson, Brown, and 
Sievwright. 


The business having been concluded, a benety vote of 
thanks was peti: y the President, after which the 


cases encountered in their districts, as “ darn ” occurred 
only in certain localities. 


members lunched together in the West End Café. 
GEORGE Howie, Hon. Sec. 
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SOUTH DURHAM AND NORTH YORKSHIRE 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION, 


The annual meeting and dinner was held in the Im- 

rial Hotel, Darlington, on Friday, September 27th. 
Owing to the unavoidable absence of the President, 
Mr. W. Awde, the chair was occupied by Mr. C. G. Hill, 
Darlington, one of the Vice-Presidents. There were 
also present Messrs. G. R. Dudgeon, Sunderland ; P. 
Snaith and A. C. Forbes, Bishop Auckland; W. H. 
Blackburn, South Hetton ; P. B. iley, Barnard Castle; 
and J. H. Taylor, inaragoen. Mr. W. J. E. Mackenzie, 
M.B.C.V.8, Stocktcn-on-Tees, was present as a visitor. 

It was proposed by Mr. Dudgeon, seconded by Mr. 
Forbes, and carried unanimously, that the minutes, as 
they had appeared in 7'he Veterinary Record, be taken 
as read and confirmed. 

Mr. P. B. Rrvey, Barnard Castle, was elected a mem- 
ber of the Association on proposition of the Secretary, 
seconded by Mr. Dudgeon, and carried unanimously. 

Mr. Hix, in welcoming Mr. Riley, said that he was 
very pleased that he had become a member of the Asso- 
ciation, and hoped that he would attend the meetings 

larly, and have goer cy in doing so. 

r. RiLey, in reply, said that he was very 
to become a member, and hoped -to attend 
meetings. 


pleased 
all the 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


Messrs. H. Peele and E. H. Pratt sent word regretting 
their inability to be present. ; 

Mr. W. Awde wrote from Newcastle-on-Tyne, where 
he was at present stationed, on account of 
in dealing with foot-and-mouth disease, that he much 
regretted he could not be present. 

A letter, dated June 2Ist, was read from Mr. Theo. 
C. Toope, Hon. Sec. of the South Eastern V.M.A. en- 
closing acopy of the present and suggested scale of fees 
paid to veterinary inspectors in the County of Kent, 
asking for an opinion on them after comparison with 
those in the district covered by the Association, and 
desiring a copy of the fees in force in the district. 

The Hon. Sec. stated that as Mr. Toope desired a 
reply by July 16th, he had written to the President, Mr. 
hott and after receiving some particulars from him 
had replied to Mr. Toope giving him the information 
asked for, and in doing so had informed him that the 
members of the Association had often had the question 
of fees paid to veterinary inspectors mentioned at the 
meetings, and that they were all of the opinion that 
they were very badly paid for their services, an 
would help in any way they could to raise their fees. 

Mr. SNaiTH said that the fees paid by the Durham 
County Council were hardly worth working for, and had 
often seriously thought of giving his 
as an inspector. He had frequently had had his account 

uestioned and returned with a red pencil mark on it 
or alteration, when he had only charged the Pas 
fees, and he had now made up his mind that if it 
occurred again he should resign his appointment. 

Mr. BLacksurNn thought that the North Riding 
County Council paid better fees than the Durham 
County Council, but even then he did not think the fees 
were what they ought to be. 

The Hon. Sec. replied that the Durham County 
County allowed 10/6 per visit, after going two miles, 
and 6d.per mileeach way. Each visit, however, must 
oceupy four hours. The North Riding County Council 
allowed 5/- for the first hour and 2/6 each subsequent 
hour, if driving 1/- per mile one way, and if using the 
railway third class fare. 

It was pointed out that if an inspector of the North 
Riding County Council was away from home, attending 
a sheep fair for instance, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., all 


got was 22/6 plus railway fare. This wos gen one con- 
sidered that he left his practice unatten for so long 
a time, was very small indeed. 

It was unanimously agreed that much_ better fees 
onght to be oe to veterinary inspectors of County 
Councils, and hopes were a on 0 that the efforts of the 
South Eastern Veterinary Medical Association might be 
attended with success. 

The circular letter from Mr. S. Stockman was read 
calling the attention of the Association to the Tenth 
International Veterinary Congress which is to be held in 
London in 1914. 

A general discussion took place with reference to Mr. 
Stockman’s letter and all the members spoke favourably 
of helping, and it was agreed that they should indivi- 
dually think the matter over and let the Secretary know 
later on what they were prepared to do. 


SPECIMENS AND CASES. 
ScaPpuLA—FRACTURED CARTILAGE. 


The Secretary showed the scapula of a horse with 
fracture of the costings of prolongment, new bony for- 
mation surrounding the whole bone, and ulceration of 
the articular surface. The horse was kicked about the 
lower third of the antea-spinatus fossa and when he was 
called in about the middle of July last there was a 
wound about three inches long where the kick had been, 
the horse was practically on three legs, and had been in 
this condition nearly a week, turned out in a field. The 
case seemed a hopeless one, but as the animal was only 
seven years old the owner wished it to be treated. 

The horse was put into slings and the wound ex- 
plored, with the result that a fracture could be dis- 
tinctly felt. The wound was treated in the usual way, 
it had a healthy discharge and gradually healed. The 
horse gradually commenced to put a little weight upon 
the limb, his appetite was and his general condi- 
tion wasas satisfactory as one could expect. 

In about a fortnight a about the 
middle of the posterior border of the bone and an abscess 
formed, which was opened and a large quantity of pes 
liberated. About this time one of the ropes attached 
to the cross bar of the slings broke during the night 
and the owner found the horse down in the stall in the 
morning. Heseemed worse after this and after putti 
him in slings again, and trying him another week a 
no improvement taking place, the horse was destroyed. 

On removing the scapula a | cavity was found on 
its internal face, the walls of which were formed by the 
new growth, and pus had found its way from there into 


d|the articular surface. 


Probably the fracture of the cartilage of prolongment 
had taken place when the horse fell out of the slings, 
and the specimen was interesting in showing to what an 
extent new formation could take place in so short a time, 
and how ulceration of the articular surface could take 
= when the original injury was so far away from it as 
this was. 


SuB-LUMBAR GROWTH IN A FILLy. 


The Secretary also showed a growth which had been 
removed from the sub-lumbar region of a two-year-old 
carting filly. The filly had been turned out to grass for 
the sammer and was noticed to be dull and not eating, 
and clots of blood had been seen in the field which the 
owner thought she had passed in her urine. 

On examining the patient she was seen to have a 
tucked-up appearance, the visible mucous membranes 
were blanched, the pulse was weak and about 70 to the 
minute, temperature 104F. She occasionally ground 
her teeth, was frequently passing small quantities of 
urine which was, however, clear, and when she got u 
she seemed to be weak across her loins. She wehninies 


he | in a loose box and had the chance of anything she liked 
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to eat, and was treated with tincture of hyoscyamus | made a - 

and bicarbonate of potash, iron tonics, and 04 which hat b in = 

She each few days, and she|the lumen of the bowels was reduced 'the 
ually commen e grass, oats, an ran. i i i F 

ll the time she was under treatment the least sign the blotch the = 
of blood could be found, and her urine was always clear. | of a five shilling piece. His idea of wf u f the 
She commenced to improve nicely, voiding urine less | stomach was that probabl the reduction the Ie ; 
of loins of the bowels had caused distention the 

ulse and temperature me normal, and after ‘ 
being under about three weeks the filly ap- = 
peared to be quite well again, and was turned out to 
grass. She was seen every day by her owner and ap- Ruprurep DrapHRacm. 
peared to be in perfect health for about a fortnight,| Mr. MAcKENzrIE said that recently he was called to 
when clots of blood were found in the field near where | make a post-mortem on a horse with no previous history 
she was standing, and she was in the same condition | of illness. It had been out drawing a gun carriage the 
agin as when we first saw her. We were again eer day, and was found — in bey morning. He 
sent for. ound the splenic artery ruptured, and a bad] 

She was now found to be in a hopeless condition. | diaph It seemed hardly ible for han telann 
She was down in her box, breathing heavily, pulse small | taken place the previous day during work in the gun 
and weak—about 80 to the minute, and large clots of | carriage, although he might have sprained the parts 
in number, were on the | then. 

oor of the box. e visible mucous membranes were 
of adrenalin chloride solution was given hypodermically, Mr. HILt said that the members might recollect that 
but with not much confidence as to it doing any good. | * few weeks ago there was an account in The Veteri- 
This was about noon, and the owner was to send word | “7Y Record of an action brought to recover the price 
if she was living in the evening. Word came about six | °! @ heifer by the man who had bought her. It was 
o’clock that she had not passed much blood during the contended that the cause of death had been in existence 
afternoon, and she seemed easier. when the heifer was purchased some months previously, 

When dhe was visited about an hour afterwards she| °@* the purchaser lost his case. To illustrate how the 
was found standing eating grass, and to a casual | ‘Use of death conld be there at least six months before 
observer she appeared alright. On closer examination death, he had an interesting case recently. 
membranes were still blanched, pulse very weak, and| Six months ago he was called to a cow suffering from 
whilst watching her she voided urine which was blood | 8*Stri¢ tympany and indigestion. He rather suspected 
red, and afterwards as much clotted blood as would fill at the time that a foreign body, such as a nail, was the 
a hat came away. Another dose of adrenaline chloride | “@™S® but the case submitted to treatment, and the cow 
solution was given, but the filly continued to pass large went on alright until a week ago, when during his 
quantities of blood coloured urine and clots of blood absence from home his locum tenens was called in, as 
and during the night she died. ’| the cow was taken ill azain and died. On post-mortem 

On post-mortem the next day the growth now shown | Piece of wire was found close to the heart sac, and all 
was found, posterior to and in connection with the kid-| the well known appearances of traumatic pericarditis 
neys, tissue of carcase presented | Were present. 

e pale ess condition one would expect to find in . 
an animal which had practically bled to death, 

The growth was fibrous in structure and received large : 8 
branches from the posterior aorta, and had in the middle| He had recently had an interesting case of eversion 
of it a large cavity filled almost witha laminated blood | Of the vagina and rectum in a carting filly. On first 
clot. A large vessel passed from this to the left kidney, | 5©®!"&, the case the vagina was everted, which was re- 

the pelvis of which contained a clot of arterial blood, | ™rned and a West’s clamp applied. The patient had a 
and the whole structure of this organ contained cavities | $004 night and strained very little, but the next day the 
filled with blood. It appeared as if the escape of blood | 8training recurred and the rectum came down. This 
had been from the aorta into the growth, from there to | WS returned and a ligature placed across the anus, and 
the kidney, into the ureter, and thence into the bladder. | #!! went on well for a few days, the filly taking gruel 
It appeared possible that the laminated blood clot had | #94 milk. She now commenced to strain again, with 
formed when the filly was first noticed to be unwell, and the result that the lips of the vulva were torn and the 
the bleeding had stopped in consequence, but that later | V4gina and rectum were both everted, and death took 
on, when the filly had been turned out to grass, it had | Place. 
given way, hence the recurrence of the bleeding. On post-mortem the lumen of the bowels was much 
One would hardly expect to find such a growth in an reduced in size, there being hardly room for the little 
animal so young, and so far as the owner knew she had finger, and they presented much the same appearance 
never had an injury. described by Mr. Snaith in the case he had nes 
Mr. SNAITH said that perhaps the members would re-| Mr. Snarrn said he could call to mind another case 
collect that on a previous occasion he had mentioned | where the bowels were much reduced in size. A cow 
that he made post-mortems and found the lumen of the | had constipation, but could never be purged, no matter 
bowels much reduced, due to the muscular coat being| what was given her. The owner thought he would try 
thickened from a quarter to half an inch. Recently he | his hand and gave her an extra strong dose of purgative 
had come across another such case in a pit pony. medicine—and then sent for him to see her. 

The pony had been ill during the night from colic,and| The abdomen was very much enlarged and she looked 
when he visited it in the morning he found it sitting on | as if she might have dropsy, but on further examination 
its hind quarters like a dog. He gave a dose of physic | he found the swelling was due to fluid in the stomac 
and other medicines, and in afew days the pony seemed | On post-mortem nothing abnormal was found except 

that the bowels were much thickened, owing to fibrous 


alright, and was turned out to grass. 
About a fortnight afterwards the pony died, and he tissue, and their lumen was very small indeed, 
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The TREASURER ted the annual financial state- 
ment, which show 


that the Association had a balance 
in hand of £8 7s. 9d. 


It was proposed by Mr. Snaith, seconded by Mr. Hill, 
and pont 0° unanimously, that the balance sheet be 
adopted and the accounts paid. 

It was proposed by r Forbes, seconded by Mr. 
Blackburn, and carried unanimously, that the annnal 
subscription of £2 2s. be sent to the Victoria Veterinary 
Benevolent Fund. 


PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS. 
By Mr. W. Awbg, F.R.C.V.8. 


Gentlemer,—I appreciate very much the honour you 
have done me by re-electing me your President for the 
ensuing year, and am extremely sorry that I cannot be 
with you to-day. I hope that that my absence will not 
affect either the attendance or the success of your 
meeting. 

No doubt, like myself, you are anxiously awaiting to 
see what is the result of the Commission now sitting 
with regard to the veterinary services of this country 
and the training of men for such appointments, and 
hoping that the profession will reap some benefit from 
their recommendations. In the first place it seems to 
be probable that they will recommend that more men 
should be engaged to devote their whole time to the 
service and be controlled by the Board of Agriculture 
in much the same way as the Local Government Board 
controls the appointment of medical officers of health. 
The appointment being made in the first instance by the 
local authority, and one of the conditions being that 
persons holding such should be properly qualified veteri- 
nary inspectors, and that they shall have attended a 
post-graduate course of instruction and if ———z 
pass some special examination for this particular branc 
of work. ost likely the Board of Agriculture will 
pay some portion of the salary and have a right to ap- 
prove a man’s appointment to or dismissal from his 
position. 

The use of the motor car and mechanical haulage 
still reduce the income of the veterinary profession, 

icularly of those members who reside in towns. 
t a difference it has made! In James’ Street. 
Harrogate, for instance, where at one time you could 
see dozens of carriages any day, and some of the finest 
horses anywhere, if you go there now in the height of 
the season — will hardly see anything but motor cars. 
If you are lucky you may see a decent pair of horses, 
but it is quite the exception to do so. 
horses are still as dear as ever, but the diffi- 
culty is to find them, as fewer people now breed them. 
I understand that horses are being used in London in 
the park and for functions more than they have been 
for the last two or three years, but am afraid they will 
never be used to the same extent as they were previous 
to the introduction of the motorcar. For long distances 
and speed there is no doubt the motor car is more 
economical than horses, but the latter are far cheaper 
than the former for short distances. 

The education of the veterinary student seems to be 
attracting considerable attention just now in the veteri- 
nary papers, and one writer s ts the extension of 
the present period of study. think this might be 
obviated by allowing the student to see practice in the 
other year instead, because it is hardly possible for him 
to see sarting like everyday practice within the Col- 


walls. 

The efforts of the Board of Agriculture to stamp out 
swine fever have not met with the success which was 
hoped for, but they have now a much tougher job in 
hand, and which seems likely to cause them some 
out. I refer to the 


trouble before it is finally stam 
which was 


introduction of foot-and-mou 


weg, aly a from Ireland to Liverpool in June, 191 
and been causing trouble ever since in seve 
different districts. At the nt time there have been 
over 80 outbreaks of the disease confirmed, and about 
600 animals slaughtered as having been affected with 
the disease. In Northumberland and Durham alone 
there have been 33 outbreaks, so that in the North of 
England we have had more than our share of the disease, 
while Ireland at the end of last week has had 27 out- 
breaks and 258 animals attacked. 
T am still hoping that we have not heard the last of 

the Tuberculosis Bill, which was introduced by the 

1 Government and withdrawn, but that we 
shall yet have compulsory notification of the disease in 
animals, and that all cows giving milk for human con- 
sumption will have to be periodically inspected and 
their udders examined. By the introduction of the 
National Health Insurance Bill the pee of con- 
sumption is being attempted, it would therefore appear 
that it is only a question of time before the limitation 
of the disease in the cow must be tackled, particularly 
as her milk is used to so large an extent in the diet of 
children. A pure milk supply is therefore essential, and 
will have to be insisted on.. It seems to me that it 
would be very little use to provide sanatoria for the 
treatment of consumptives and allow free trade in 
diseased milk. It seems like starting at the wrong end, 
as ag is better than cure at any time. 

regret that time will not permit me to write more, 
and hope that you will excuse the brevity of my address 
and also its scrappy character. I hope that we shall 
have a successful year ; that our numbers will increase, 
and that the Association will be in a better position 
than ever at the end of my term of office. 


After the Presidential Address had been read by the 
Secretary, it was agreed that the vote of thanks to the 
President be left over till the next meeting. 

Mr. Swart wished to pone a vote of thanks to Mr. 
Hill for his conduct in the chair. This was secon 
by Mr. Riley, and carried unanimously. 

The members then dined together in the hotel. 


James H. Taytor, Hon. Sec. 


Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons, 


A Special meeting of Council was held at the Coll 
10 Red Lion W.C., on October ‘20nd. 


Present : Messrs. Banham, Barrett, Sir F. Duck, 
Mulvey, Price, Maj.-Gen. Pringle, Roberts, Prof. 
Shave, Slocock. 

Chairman. It was resolved that Mr. R. Roberts, 
being a Vice-President, be elected to the chair. 

dpohges for absence. The Secretary announced 
that apologies for absence bad been received from the 

ident, Messrs. Abson, Burt, Carter, Clarkson, Dun- 
stan, McKinna, Mason, Shipley, Maj.-Gen. Thomson. 

Minutes. The minutes of the previous special meet- 
ing were read and confirmed. 

Alteration to Bye-law. On the motion of Mr. Mulvey, 
seconded by Mr. Barrett, it was resolved that Bye- 
law 57, as amended at a special meeting of Council held 
on Oct. 11, be confirmed as follows : 

57. The examinations for the Diploma of Membership 
shall be held in each city in which there is situate an 
affiliated veterinary school twice during each year, ~ 
in July and December. At the meeting o 
Council held in July in each year the Council shall fix 
the date of the Membership Examinations to be held in 
the following December and July. 
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Addition to Schedule I. On the motion of Mr. 
Mul seconded by Prof.Shave, it was resolved that 
the following addition to Schedule 1, passed at a 
meeting of Council held on Oct. 11, be con- 


University of Bristol. Matriculation Examinaticn: 
(Certificates to include the required subjects). 


Action against a Farrier at Cork. 


At Cork Pecoagh Sessions on Tuesday, September 
24th, before His Honour the Recorder of Cork, K.C., 
John Spillane, 4 Mayville Terrace, car owner, sued 
Eugene McSweeny, for £30 loss, the damage sustained 
by the fg ped owing to the negligence of the defend- 
ant, and in consequence of which negligence a mare the 
property ah gg plaintiff was so injured that she had to 
lestroyed. 

Mr. B. C. Galvin, solicitor, appeared for plaintiff, and 
Dr. H. A. Wynne, solicitor, represented the defendant. 

Mr. Galvin said that plaintiff was a jarvey and the 
defendant was a farrier. In July last plaintiff and 
defendant were at Dunmanway Fair, and the former 
having then in his possession a oa mere for which, 12 
months before, he had paid £22. e mare stood over 
on one of the hind legs. This did not interfere with 
her working, but it was against her appearance. They 
talked about the matter, and the defendant said it would 
be a good thing to blister the hind leg and remove the 
blemish. The mare was taken into the defendant’s 
place. Plaintiff held the mare and defendant’s men 
applied the blister first to the hind leg in which the 
blemish was and then the other hind leg. When that 
was ormed the defendant took an iron, put it into 
the fire, heated it, and fired the legs. Blisters were 
applied to the fore legs and then fired. Defendant got 
a shovel and heated it and placed it round the two fore- 
legs, in one of which there was a little splint. When 
the operation was over defendant asked plaintiff to take 
the mare and put heron grass. A few days after plain- 
tiff saw the horse at Vernonmount, and she was unable 
to stand. A few days after the mare was in a dying 
condition and had contracted septicemia, or blood 
poisoning. She was brought on to the city and de- 
stroyed, on the advice of Mr. Hoare, V.S. Though the 
plaintit asked that a veterinary surgeon be called in, the 

lefendant said not ; and if a surgeon had been called in 
things would not be so bad. 

The plaintiff said he never said anything to the man. 
He only held the mare’s head and the defendant punch- 
fired two of its legs. He never said anything about 
He thought that the defendant was 

ing everythi _- ight. He met defendant at Dun- 
manway fair and he told him that his (complainant’s) 
horse was lame, and we said “well, we will have it 
blistered.” 

Mr. E. Wallis Hoare, F.R.c.v.s., was sworn and stated 
as follows :— 

Mr. Galvin: You were called in, Mr. Hoare, by 
sayy to see the mare in the early part of August /— 

on the 8th of August. 

ow describe to His Honour in what condition you 
found the mare.—She was in a dying condition. e 
skin was sloughing on the four legs, and the legs were 
ulcerated ; the skin was also off the front fetlocks. The 
skin was sloughed up to the knee in the fore legs and 
up to the hocks in the hind legs. The legs were all 

as the animal in great pain !—Yes, in great pain. 

_Did these affected parts appear to - 
t—Yes, in a septic condition. 
u give instructions as to dressing 0 

Yea, I did. 


What did you find on the 12th }—The sloughing had 
extended more deeply and the mare was suffering from 
septicemia, and [ then advised that she be destroyed. 

hat in your. opinion did the conditions you found 
existing result from ?—I, of course, had to go on the 
history of the case. In the first place no veterinary 
surgeon would blister four legs of a horse at the same 
time—the fore legs and the hind | It was condemn- 
ed both in practice and theory. In the next place the 
blister was applied to the heels, which is never done. 

Yes, the heels are never done?—No. In the next 
place a red hot shovel should not be applied or put near 
the legs as it scorches the skin. 

Now about the firing iron, you heard that described ? 

be did. 
s that treatment recognised treatment in such a case 
as this?—When a horse runs lame from splints the 
pointed iron is used. The pointed iron is used directly 
over the splint. There is no practitioner who would 
blister a horse on all the legs and then fire the splints. 

And unless this animal was lame from splints you 
would not think it necessary ?—No. Every posting horse 
in Cork has splints. 

The Recorder : They appear in young horses at three 
and four years }—Yes, but it is the exception for aged 
horses to go lame. The appearance is nothing. Every 
horse has them practically. I rarely come across a horse 
that has not got them. 

Ought blisters be applied to all the legs !—No. 

Ought they be applied anywhere except to the affect- 
ed parts !—No, your Honour. In fact it is gross cruelty 
to blister the fore and hind legs at the same time. 

Mr. Galvin: What would be the action of the red 

hot shovel being used in the way described here— 
brought round and round the blisters !—It would inter- 
fere with the vitality of the skin. The blister itself has 
a tendency to interfere with the vitality of the skin, but 
the red hot shovel adds fuel to the fire. 
- The Recorder : Is the effect of the blister to extract 
some matter from within ?—Well, it is used for different 
purposes—for affected tendons or a diseased joint. In 
_—. point firing overcomes the lameness by section of 
the periosteum. 

r. Galvin: You heard the evidence given as to the 
firing of the fore legs and the rubbing in of the blister, 
and the application of the red hot shovel. Was that in 
your opinion proper treatment !—It was very improper 
treatment and gross cruelty to the animal. 

And do you ascribe the conditions you found existing 
to that treatment !—Most certainly I do. 

From the time the sloughing ap was there, in 
your opinion, any steps taken to check it by antiseptic 
treatment ?—Not that I could see. 

When you ordered the horse to be destroyed had you 
formed the conclusion that in the condition you 
found her she was useless !—Yes, hopeless. 

It was cruelty to permit her to live ?—Yes, it was 
cruelty to permit her to live. 

You knew the mare?—Yes. I have often driven with 


her. 

Tell the Recorder if you ever noticed any lameness in 
her !—Nothing in the slightest. The last drive I had 
was up to the barracks. ‘ 

Of course you would know, Mr. Hoare, if she was 
going tender 1 'ves, and I should not drive with a bad 
one either. 

You knew the mare—she used to stand on the South 
Mall stand ?—Yes. She was a very good posting mare. 

Tell us what is the correct expression—“ standing 
over,” “ knuckling over,” or “leaning over,” which is it ? 

e rder: What is that ‘—It is a very common 
thing in the hind leg where a certain amount of weak- 
ness exists in the fetlock joint it is “ knuckle over.” 

Mr. H. T. Wright (Clerk of the and 
Then Dr. Wynne is right after all. 
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Mr. Galvin : This knuckling over does not injure an 
animal !—It is merely a disfigurement in appearance. 

You say this treatment was nothing short of cruelty ! 
—J call it cruelty. 

Cross-examined by Dr. Wynne: What do you say the 
animal died of ‘—The mare contracted septicemia from 
sloughing of the skin. The injury to the animal result- 
ed in ulceration and sloughing of the skin, and she then 
contracted septicaemia. 

Septicemia you say was the cause of death !—Yes. 

I want to know the various ways in which that can 
be set up !—Septic matter getting into the wound would 
cause it, especially if the animal is in a low state of 
health. The absorption of septic pus from the injury, 
extensive firing would cause it if sloughing resulted. 

Have you known in the ordinary course of your prac- 
tice as a veterinary surgeon of septic matter - being 
brought to a wound by flies!—They do carry septic 


matter. 
If, for instance, there is a dead bird in the same 
field as the animal, flies will pitch on that bird and 
infection to the wound. That would be a very 
likely cause would it not ?—Yes, if you have a very 
open wound or extensive destruction of the skin—but 
are only an accessory cause. 2 
may take it that is a common way of causing septic- 
emia or blood poisoning !—I would not say a common 
way, more especially in the case of an already septic 
wound. 

Might I give a further cause by a dirty field !—That 
depends on the surroundings. ‘There are some horses 
which are more likely to get septicemia than others. 
Grass was the safest place. 

What about bogs?—I have had horses blistered and 
put out on and they are all right. 

Won’t you be more likely to get it in a bog than in 
a stable !—No, there is more dirt in a stable. 

You have never come across a case of septicemia 
being set up by external dirt ?—I have not said that. 
You have asked me as between the dirt of a bog and of a 
stable. The average stable has more dirt in it than 
a bog. 

Answer my question and don’t be such an advocate. 
You will get dirt in a bog ?—Certainly, and so will you 
getitina stable. 

You will get it in a courthouse !—Yes, that is so. 
(Laughter). 

How long, Mr. Hoare, would you say that the animal 
was suffering from septicemia !—When I saw her, do 


you mean 

Yes.—I should say that actually septicemia was not 
long in existence, but the injuries to the skin had beena 
long time in existence—that is the sloughing. 

you would not mind, would you tell me the extent 

of the sloughing !—Well, each of the heels, the two fore 
and two hind legs had sloughed. 

How high did it extend up!—It extended to the 


hocks in the hind legs and to the knees of the fore | 
—sloughing of the skin and underlying ulceration, 
result of an acute irritant. 

_ Camphorated oil—do you think that good treatment 
in a case like this !—I don’t see any harm in it, because 
the camphor in the oil was s and would do no 


Was it good to leave the mare out at night on such 
land {With the treatment that she was to 
thing. 
ou think we can be certain about these things? 

—Well I am certain about that anyway. 

Do you know Mr. McSweeney t—No. 

ause you seem to be very bitter!—I have never 
seen him asa matter of fact. 

The er: In the conditions you would not think 
that it was necessary to blister like this !—Not at all. 


where the splints had not any effect? 
—No, sir. 

You did not think it necessary!—No. If the mare 
was brought to me and the owner asked me to do so, I 
should have refused point blank. I don’t think there 
was any necessity for doing more than one leg. 

I understand blistering the one leg, but I cannot 
understand why the two were blistered!—1 cannot 
“~ I should have refused to do it. 

ut as regards the foreleg, do you say the blister was 
necessary altogether. No veterinary 
surgeon would think of blistering all the four legs, then 
firing them and putting a red-hot shovel to them. 

The blistering was wholly unnecessary, you say !— 
Wholly unnecessary. 

At a later stage of the hearing Mr. Hoare was recalled 
by the Recorder and further questioned. 

The Recorder: Might the irritation to the skin from 
the treatment cause her to tear herself with her teeth? 
—That would depend on the time, the d of irrita- 
tion, and the damage to the skin, but that should not 
result from an ordinary blister four days afterwards. 

Sometimes they apply the teeth to the blister !—Yes, 
but after four days the effect should have passed off. 
We never tie them up for more than twelve hours. They 
are left quite alone then. If we put them on grass we 
dont’t tie them up at all ; we leave them out on grass 
immediately afterwards. 

Did you say the near hind and fore legs were more in- 
jured than the others !—There was not much to choose 

tween thelegs. As regards the firing, I cannot say. 
The whole of the skin had sloughed from both fore 
legs as well as from the hind. No one could say 
ahetiven it was fired or not the infos was so extensive. 
The whole skin was off, and all four of the heels 
were raw. 

Was it raw down on the hind heels?—Yes, it was 
worse than on the fore legs. There was nothing to 
choose between the legs, but if any one was worse it 
was the near hind one. The tendons were almost ex- 
posed from the injury. 

It must have been from blistering?—There was 
nothing else to cause it. 

I mean to say more than from firing !—The firing 
helped the sloughing in front. The puncture firing 
which was done injured the skin, considering the very 
severe blister that was — 

How would you deal with that matter. You see the 
the operations were carried on on the 22nd July, and 
suppose now that the legs were clean and persons who 
saw them on the 28th and saw them as they actuall 
were, free from any gathering or dirt and so on, wo 
that fact—if they did in fact look like that—would that 
alter ae view ‘—You may see no injury for a week. 
It is like a burn. It may not show much signs for a 
week and then comes off in a piece. 

Dr. Wynne : How long after the blister would you ex- 
pect the ne to show !—It varies, and depends cn 
the thickness of the skin and the strength of the 
irritant. 

Dr. Wynne: My case is, it cannot possibly be due to 
a blister ¥n consequence of the time. It ea not show 
itself until the 28th. I would like to know what time 
he says. 

The Recorder : He says a week. t 

Mr. Hoare: At least in a week. If professionally 
examined it could be seen earlier. One would not 
agen it looking over a fence, the skin might be 


Dr. Wynne : You say it would not appear to a man 
looking over a fence, but to a man like are er 
knowledgeable man, would it be noticeable fact 
of the skin being dead the sloughing would not be very 
easily seen, and Hyde never put his hand to the 
horse’s legs. 
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The Recorder : It appears to me very extraordinary 
—I am nut prejudicing the case—I mean to say all this 
blistering on the hind legs, and then both fired, and 
blistering the fore legs for splints. All these operations 
yd to me very strange. What I want to know is 
this—supposing the blistering had been confined to one 
of the legs then you would have no objection Mr. Hoare ? 
—No, sir, none. 

Now take the hind leg—the near hind leg all that was 
done to that was blistering ?—And the red-hot shovel 
scorching it. 

The healthy leg was just as bad as any of the others ? 
—There was nothing to choose between them, except 
that the firing was done on the inside of the fore leg, and 
probably close to the bone. 

I suppose the firing ought to have been done, if it 
was done, on the shin bone where the splint was show- 
ing t—Of course it would be all right if the severe irrit- 
ant had not been applied, no sloughing of the skin 
would have occurred. 

All the legs showed the same symptoms. Whatever 
was done if done to the near hind leg it would have 
shown the same thing!—No, if the horse had three other 
legs sound to stand on it would not lie in that condition. 
She was not in a condition to stand. She should 
lie down. 

If it were done to one leg such evil results may not, 
probably would not, result ?—Exactly, because she 
would have three sound legs to rest the body on. 

Dr. Wynne: Is it not septicemia that the horse died 
of 1—I say, and I repeat it— 

Let us keep to that. You say she died of septicemia ? 
—You must let me explain my answer. It wasthe final 
cause of death ; septicemia led to by sloughing of the 
underlying structures, the tissues becoming putrid from 
want of blood and loss of vitality. 

Is not all this blood poisoning !—It is a case of blood 
poisoning. 

THE DEFENCE. 

Dr. Wynne, for the defence, said Mr. McSweeney had 
carried on business for many years, and was well known 
as a careful farrier, one of the most careful in the South, 
against whom no charge of any kind had been brought. 
lt was not once but several times that Spillane said he 
wanted his horse blistered, and McSweeney would tell 
the Court that he sometimes did that kind of thing for 
jarveys when they wanted it done. He (Dr. Wynne) 
asked was it likely that unless the owner asked that he 
looked on at the operation without making any prospect ? 
He did it at the request of the owner, and was not paid 
for it. The only charge he made in respect to the opera- 
tion was the charge for the blister, the amount which 
he (Mr. McSweeney) had himself to pay to Messrs. 
Blair, who compounded it. The plaintiff was totally 
mistaken in thin gor the horse was fired in any but 
the near fore leg. The case for the defence was that 
the thing occurred owing to the negligence of the plain- 
tiff in putting the horse on a soft, boggy, swampy place. 
If it occurred as a result of the blistering, the injury 
would have shown long before it did, and in all proba- 
bility it arose as a result of the septic matter which 
attacked the horse in this boggy place. 


Mr. John F. Healy, M.R.c.v.s., was sworn and stated 

r. Wynne: You are a veterinary surgeon practising 

in Midleton, Mr. Healy ?--Yes, sir. 4-5 

Do you know as a matter of fact, and is it common 
knowledge that it is the custom for blacksmiths at 
times to blister horses !—Farriers can blister horses. 

I believe even hackney car drivers themselves blister 
horses ?—I should think they do. 

The Recorder: And carriers, I suppose !—Yes. You 
leave the blister with instructions to rub it in for five 
minutes and tie the animal up for 24 or 48 hours. 


Dr. Wynne : Of late years I believe veterinary sur- 
geons don’t like to blister all four legs of a horse at the 
same time !—It is not a general practice. 

Only in late years, I believe !—Yes. It could be done 
by oF man using a slight blister. If you use a 
strong blister you cannot do it to the four legs. 

I want to find out why. If you use a strong blister 
and do the four legs what will happen ?—You will have 
absorption of the blister and strangury will follow. 

Suppose in reference to this case that this horse 
suffered from the effects of the blister on that day 
when would you expect the horse to show evil signs 
—She should show in three or four days time. 

As a veterinary surgeon you say that ?— Yes. 

The Recorder : Tell me as to the sloughing of the 
skin that evidently occurred. a that was due 
to the original application of the blister, ought that to 
have shown itself within four days {—It would take two 
more days. About the sixth day you would have the 
skin sloughed. 

Might that go on for some time /—It would remain, 
If there was no irritation to the skin it would not fall 
off until the other skin would come out and elevate it, 
If any irritation got up the whole might come off. 

Dr. Wynne : What would you expect if the horse was 
blistered too much; would strangury follow ?— 
—Decidedly. 

Within what time ?—It would occur within 48 hours 


after. 

That would be the first thing you would expect? 
—Yes. 
And the fact that the horse was right on the 28th and 
up to the 3lst—for nine days after, is that a clear indica- 
tion that the horse did not suffer from strangury tI 
should say she had no symptoms. 

Is it a clear indication to your mind that the horse 
did not suffer from any result of the blistering on the 
22nd ?—I say the blister had — to do with it. 

The Recorder: These symptoms that Mr. Hoare saw? 
—That was later on, your honour. 

Dr. Wynne : That was on the 8th of August. Mr. 
Healy, would you say from the history of the case that 
this original blister had nothing to ay to what Mr. 
Hoare saw on the 8th of August ?—Well, the original 
blister might make an open surface for the absorption of 
foreign bodies. That is all I can say. If a leg was 
badly blistered it should be band to prevent irrita- 
tion following. : 

That is if a horse was badly blistered !—Yes. 

The Recorder: When a horse is blistered first it is 
laid up or tied up for some timef; you say 12 hours }— 
Yes. You will have little bubbles coming in three hours, 

When ought bandages be put on after the original 
blister ?—It is not bandage. 

there should be bandages {—Yes, if the skin 
slou, 

Dr. Wynne: When would you expect the skin first to 
slough ?—It should not slough at all if the horse was 
properly cared for. 

= after blistering of the four limbs being out of 
the question you would not expect any sloughing if 
the horse was properly cared !—No, If the head was 
loose he might bite some of the particles of the skin. 

If the sloughing had started?—Yes, it would get 
itchy and irritable. 4 

If the irritableness was due to the blister, when 
would you e t. it to show?—I should say four 
or five days. I _ used a strong irritant it would take 
effect immediately. 


If this horse had proved to be all right on the Sunday — 


following the blistering, the injuries to the horse were 
in no a due to what happened on 22nd July. Isthat 
your opinion {—Yes, [should think so. 

Was I right yesterday in saying to His Honour, that 
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» mu was a bad place for a 


The Recorder: You mentioned six days !—About that 


j Honour. 
me yon confine yourself to six days!—Say to seven 


or eight. 
t was the period ? 

te Wrene: he was all right on the 29th, 30th, and 
also as proved by O'Connor on the 3lst. 

Dr. Wynne (to witness): Was I right in saying that a 
horse out in a wet place if he tore himself, or bit him- 
self, would be liable to septicemia from mud and dirt? 
—He might absorb any toxin that may get on to an 

n wound. 

‘as I right in saying flies are a very frequent source 
of of disease t-Yes, because of irritation, 

they convey poisonous matter. 
that well t—Well, they can give anthrax 
and other various things, they pitch on carcases of fowl 
and then on open wounds, and inoculate the animals 

So far as your skill goes, Mr. ag < _in your opinion 
did this horse suffer injuries from listerin, or some 
internal cause afterwards!—When she was all right on 
the Sunday following, something must have occurred to 
make the legs sore, as they were on the representation of 
Mr. Hoare. Of course I didn’t see the case. 

With regard to the effect of flies irritating, we have 
proved that she had to be put in during the day time 
owing to this, would it be a factor !—A horse irritated 
by flies, he would lick it or bite it. ’ 

You know that of your own practical experience }— 


es. 
Did you see the prescription for the blister !— Yes. 
In your opinion 1s it a proper one !—It is an ordinary 


one. 

Mr. Healy was here handed the prescription, and was 
cross-examined. 

Mr. Galvin asked him to read it out. You are a 
gentleman of practical experience. Do you suggest it is 
possible for a mare to bite her hind legs Spidey Fay 

You say it is?—Yes. She can scratch her hind legs 


easily. 
‘And bite them ?—Yes. What is to prevent it except 
she is diseased. 
You say it is 
legs !—Yes, one side and the other. 
it she would not be much good. 
Take this question of blistering the four legs. You 
say that in modern times, in recent years, it has not 


ible for a mare to bite both hind 
If she could not do 


been the custom to blister the four legs all at once. 
That is what you told the Recorder !—I mean all the 
four legs—not the fore legs. 

Fix the period for me as regards recent years !— 
Latterly, if I may explain, some horses are fired and not 
blistered ; you leave them for eight days. If you want 
a neat operation put a blister on, then you fire, it will 
not do so well if you leave it for eight days. 

I want to get your date. You are here as an expert. 
Is that what you say, within the last two or three years 
it is not customary to blister the four legs at the same 
time !—As I stated before you can blister the four l 
with slight blisters, but if you use strong ones it is only 

t to do two of the legs. 
may take it as your evidence —don’t do yourself az 
injustice—you said in recent years the practice is not to 
blister all four legs. I want to know is it within two 
or three years !—I said 10 or 15 years. 

And I suggest 30 years. Listen to this. (Mr. Galvin 
here opened a book). 

Dr. Wynne : Is this b: 
cannot bite his hind | ? 

Mr. Galvin: We will show that now. I suggest for 
30 years past not alone is it not done, but it has been 

asinhuman. Dr. Wynne scoffs at this book, 


the man who says a horse 


It is by 


It is an old book dated 1880—32 years 
1 aon't know 


William Youatt, was he a leading man 


a he was or not. 
tis a name many veterinary s a good 

n has book. 
k of his own. 


deal of attention to !—Every sur, 

r. vin : you agree with this * 

inhuman practice of blistering all four legs at the same 
time, and perhaps high on the legs, cannot be too 
strongly reprehended.” That after 30 years. Do you 
~ me with that?’—Does he give the receipt for the 
blister used ? 


No, he does not. 
The Recorder : Your answer Mr. Healy would depend 
on the blister !—Decidedly. You could get them strong 
OMe Galvin : Take thi iption i hands. 
r. vin : e this prescri in your 
Do you call that a strong or weak, blister —Well, it is 
not a very strong blister. 

You have in it euphorbium. Is that a very strong 
irritant ?—It is a strong irritant, but there are other 
things in it. 

Is that in the blister !—It is here. 

And do you still say it is notstrong. There were four 
ounces of that blister. Is that a strong irritant ?—It is 
not a very strong blister. 

Will you say it isa strong blister ?—It is a medium 
strong blister, but not very strong 

A medium strong blister. A blister of that kind 
applied to all four legs at once would it be inhuman ?— 


I would say no. 

You would not with Youatt —No. 

Same modern book is by Williams ?—It is a good 
work, 

Is it the best and standard ?—It is a very good book 
on surgery. 

Is this a surgical matter weare dealing with }—Of 
course it is, some of +“ is mixed. 

Do you agree with Mr. Williams when he says—“ No 
more than two legs are to be blistered at one time.” Do 
you agree with that !—Decidedly. 

“ And three weeks at least must be allowed to elapse 
before the others are blistered and between each re- 
application.” There is nothing in that about a strong 
or a weak blister ?—I agree with Prof. Williams, I was 

you that no more than two ought to be blis- 
tered es. 

And consequently four would not be proper treat- 
ment !—1t would-not be proper treatment. 

And go one better than that. If it was not right to 
put four blisters, if the two fore legs were fired at the 
same time it would be still more improper !—I heard in 
the evidence of only one leg. 

Assume for argument there were only two. Take it 
one first. It would be improper to blister the fore legs. 
Would it still be more improper to fire the fore legs and 
blister all four !—The firing of the fore leg would not do 
“" harm, and the blisters put on. 

t would not be an aggravation of the irritant /— 
Not a bit. 

To fire and place a blister would not increase the 
irritation !—No. 

The effect of excessive heat in the absence of a blister 
would be a cause of irritation !—If the heat was put up 
close to it. 

It all depends on distance ‘—Yes. 

For what purpose do you think a shovel was heated 
red hot. Was it to make the flesh hot !—It is an old 
pore and people do it. They generally put it up to 

eat the blister into the skin. 

Do veterinary surgeons do it !—I have done it myself 

I am sorry to hear that ?—You needn’t be. 


Dr, Wynne: We have Galvin on licensing but not on 
veterinary surgery. 
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Mr. Galvin : To fire the two fore legs and then blister 
the four legs, do you think the putting up of a hot 
shovel is calculated to increase the irritation !—It 
would depend on the time you keep the hot shovel to 

ask you for t purpose ?—It a stimulating 
effect on the blister. 

And consequently it would make it stronger !—Of 
course it did. 

And more irritating, and therefore it would be in- 
human to put the hot shovel about the legs. We 
will pass to the conditions you would expect to find 
from extensive blistering—one of them would be slough- 
ing of the skin. You agree with Prof. Williams in 
that !—The hair would fall off perhaps. 

And the sloughing ?—It does not always occur. 

Is it the vsual concomitant of unusual irritation !—It 
follows it. 

The Recorder: Sloughing, is it from very extensive 
blistering ?—Yes. 

Mr. Galvin: Ulceration and sloughing, that is what 
you would e t to find ?—You would. 

And now let us see what is between you and Mr. 
Hoare on the question of time. You heard Mr. Hoare’s 
ae of the operation of sloughing, the skin com- 
ing off ; he says after the expiration of a week at least. 
Those were his words es. 

4 you agree with that ?—After the expiration of a 
week. 

At least, ae say this. Is there anything between 
you and Mr. Hoare. Are we only splitting hairs. Are 
you binding yourself down to these dates, or are you 
adopting his evidence that it would show in seven or 
eight days?—It would depend on the extent of the 
blister. It would show quicker if the blister is very 
severe. If it is an ordinary blister it won’t slough in 
that time. 

Take it that it is a very mild blister ? 

The Recorder : Is sloughing the result of any blister ?— 
Tt may occur. 

From any !—Sloughing will occur from erysipelas. 
The skin will come off. If you have a thin-skinned 
animal you will have sloughing. 

Mr. Galvin: I want to call your attention to the 
fact, on the four legs of the unfortunate mare sloughing 


took place on Wednesday. Do ow draw any inference !— | p 


Sloughing was not due to the blistering of her legs. 

That is your opinion ?—The stronger the blister the 
quicker it would slough. 

What is the sloughing from ?--She may have bitten or 
eaten the four legs. 

The four of them ?—Yes. 

Is it improper to blister the heels ?—It is not right 
practice, but the blister may roll in when it is rubbed 
on the tendons. 

Should it roll down ?--If a man used ordinary care it 
would not, but it never does any harm. 

It never does any harm ?—Yon don’t agree with the 
text books ? 

The Recorder: Where it is not rubbed in it does not 
do any harm ?—Yes, that is what I say. 

Mr. Galvin: If it is rubbed in !—If it is rubbed in it 
will have a good effect. 

You are rather startling ?—The man said he blistered 
the four legs. 

Take your last statement. Did I understand you to 
say that if a blister is rubbed into the heels it is good 
treatment !—If it is required to be rubbed in. If you 
blister all round the legs you cannot help blistering the 

1s, can you. 

Don’t mind asking me. I knew a great judge of a 
horse who said that to blister the heels was a very bad 
thing. You say the contrary?—I am saying if the 
blister goes in it does not do any harm. 


Would it be improper treatment !—I should say it 
would not. 

That is an answer. The sl ing was not, in your 
opinion, due to the blistering. hat was it due to ?— 

n the end of July and the early of A 

this year what kind of weather Trad we, pg 

remember ? 

Dr. Wynne: There were lots of flies about then. 

Mr. Galvin : Do you think under the conditions that 
then existed that flies would cause this animal to suffer 
as she did. Let us understand the matter: if a fly got 
on toa diseased carcase of a fowl, ate part of it, then 
went to the near fore leg of this animal, then to the off 
fore-leg, and next to the two hind legs, would you expect 
to find the condition described ?—I would e t to find 
septic absorption ; they need not eat the fowl, flies carry 
it on their legs. 

Would it not have to be conveyed under the conditions 
you heard, independently to each of the four legs ?—Yeg 

And therefore this imaginary fly should, in order to 

roduce this result, have eaten portions of this diseased 
owl, and then gone to each of the four legs in turn of 
the mare. Is that likely, Mr. Healy ?—-I have seen it 
occur. 

You have seen the fly go to the four legs ?—I have seen 
a mare die from being inoculated by flies. 

You know what we are talking about ; septicemia to 
go from one leg to the others should go through the 
body. To do what you say the fly should carry the 
ao to each one of the legs !—It need not do that if it 

od in one. : 

ust it not go through the system ?—Yes, of course, 

If it does not go through the system, must not there 
be separate septic absorption in each limb ?—It must, of 
course, get into the system. 

You said something in your direct examination about 
the land. Do you know the land at Frankfield !—It is 
a boggy place, and I have an idea of it. 

Do you know it all I have an idea of it. 

Did you ever see it ‘—I did. 

Is it not just the place you would send an animal that 
had been just blistered ?—I would not send her out with 
an open pair of legs. 

Pog you say the legs were not open /—It is a boggy 

ace. 

Is not that just the place where the vets say to send 
them ’—Not if there is dirt there. 

We are told it is a peaty mould and drained. Do you 
suggest anything better could be got in the way of 
= ; away from dwelling houses, the nearest one 

ing half-a-mile distant, and near no sewer !—I should 
like to have a horse in a cleaner surface. 

Do you know this place is specially selected as having 
a clean surface ’—If you say to put out screws there it 
be. 

o, not for screws, but for hunters. Assume it is so, 
do you suggest for a moment that that would be the 
cause of septicemia ?—I would suggest to have the 
animal in a cleaner place. 

Where is the dirt. Assume we have proved those 
parts of the lands of Vernon Mount are not within half- 
a-mile of a dwelling, a sewer or a drain, that it is a peat 
bog, and that it is drained, what dirt could you possibly 
suggest could get into the wound, and what better land 
could suggest !—Bacilli may be there. 

Dr. Wynne: Mr. Healy, have you in your own actual 
experience come across a case in which a horse has died 
from septicemia the result of being inoculated by flies — 

T have seen it occur. 
In your own experience ?—-Yes. : 
If, as it is proved here, that on Sunday the 28th, six 

days after the horse had been blistered, mud and dirt 


were clinging to the horse, do you draw any possible 
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inference from that !—If the crust were on the if this | 
man would have observed it. The fact that t was 
nocrust there— 
Your opinion is this condition was not the result of 
blistering would say so. 
Is there anything impossible or ridiculous in septi- 
cxmia being set up in the way you describe !—Oh, not 


at all. 
If the horse had fallen in a boggy place, in its s les 
to get up it may have injured herself !—She colons 
knocked off the skin. aSaly 

This septicemia is blood poisoning !—Nothing more 
nor less. 

The Recorder: I want to ask a a question. This 
mare was operated on for knuckling over on the near 
hind leg. I cannot discover from any of the witnesses 
if she was lame, mar you call that lameness of the 
fore legs. Was it in these conditions in r= judgment ' 

per treatment to blister the horse all round, as has | 
on described, from the hocks to the heels, and from 
the knees to the heels ; there being apparently, from Mr. 
McSweeney’s evidence, no splint on the off fore leg ?— 
It was not right treatment to adopt. 

It was misconceived. What possible good could a 
blister do to the off fore leg?—They often blister one 


leg and give a rub to the other so as to balance. If one 


a blistered, the animal would stand too much on the 


er. 
You heard what was done here. They may have been | i 


ton both fore legs, but at all events there was no 

ness as far as we can discover !—Only lame at the 
time the shoes had to be removed by McSweeney. 

She was seven or eight years old, is not that impor- 


Why should they either fire or blister the fore legs, or 
at least the off fore leg and the off hind leg. That was 
wrong !—It was not right to do. 

Of course there remains the question was that-done 
by the joint consent of the two. That is Dr. Wynne’s 


case. 

Dr. Wynne: I say at the request and direction. (To 
witness). Whether it is wrong or right, give me your 
opinion as a veterinary man—in your opinion had that 
anything to say to the disease from which this animal 
suffered !—I should say it had nothing to do with it. 


Mr. Richard Blair, chemist, deposed tv having made 
up the blister, which to his knowledge was being used 
for the past 50 years. 

A young man named Donovan said he was in the 
employment of McSweeney for four years and had often 
seen horses blistered, and had done it himself. 

Judgment was reserved. 


Notrr.—The blister in the above case was composed of : 
Euphorbium, 1 to 8 of basis (lard). 
Cantharides, 1 to8 

Also Ol Sinapis and Ol Origanum. 


Since Prof. Dewar of Edinburgh took over the 

and important farm of Balbegno in Kincardineshire, he 
is ually building up « very choice Clydesdale 
stud. The Professor has already several pedigree mares 
on the place, and has just a two superior filly 
foals, bred by Mr. Renwick, Meadowfield, Corstorphine, 


tant At that age you don’t mind splints if they don’t 
make them lame. 


both are by Diana’s Prince out of Baron’s Pride 
mares. 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 


To 1911, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 


Outbreaks = Animals 


Anthrax. Foot- 
and-Mouth 
Disease. 


(including 


Mange. | Scab. 
Farcy) 


Swine Fever. 


Period. 


Re- | Con- | Re- |, Out- 
__ltirm’d|ported |firm’d|ported 


Ani- | Out- Ani- | Out- | Ani- | Out- | Out- Slaugh 
mals. breaks mals. |breaks| mals. |break tered. * 


Gr. BRITAIN. 
Week ended Oct. 26 


762 


Corresponding 


1911 
week in 


191 
1 


Total for 43 weeks, 1912 


1911 
Corresponding 1910 
period in 1909 


467 177 
15 317 
453 


Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, Oct. 


+ Counties affected, animals attacked : 


IRELAND. Week ended Oct. 26 


Outbreaks 
73 


1911 


Total for 43 weeks, 1912 © eee 3 


1911 ... 14 
Corresponding period in | 10 
1 


3 


194 
2 3 113 
1 2 78 
86 


| These figures include animals slaughtered and found affected on post-mortem examination. 


Department of Agricniture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, Oct. 28, 1912 
to infect 


Nore.--The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. 


* As Diseased or 


¢ Parasitic Shee 
| 
9 | 9 | | | sl al so] 2 37 | 
13 | 45 | 960 
32 | 39 | 2] 41 | 486 
10! 2) | 23 | 253 
| | 82 | 602 48 273 | 2480 5314] 186] 2479 | 33497 
t 7230 895 18 419 | 316 | 2081 | 24815 
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IMPROVED TROCAR AND 


In cases of impaction of the bowels, 
with tympanitis, I have found this in- 
strument a great help. After the gas 
has been removed from the bowels, I 
attach the rubber tubing to the neck of 
the canula, and inject a quart of Chinosol 
solution—one tablet of Chinosol to a 
quart of warm water. It is a good anti- 
septic, and softens the impacted mass. 
I have given this instrument a good trial, 
and find that it works well in these cases, 
There will probably be many cases of 
impaction of the bowels this coming 
winter, following the bad hay harvest. 


The makers are Messrs. Arnold and 
Sons, Giltspur Street, London, EC. 


W. Francis HUGHES, M.R.C.V.s. 


PARLIAMENTARY. 


JOHNE’S DISEASE. 


In the House of Commons, on Wednesday, Oct. 23 


Mr. C. Baruurst asked the President of the Board 
of Agriculture whether he is aware that in a report of 
an investigation of Johne’s disease of cattle, part of the 
expenses of which have been defrayed by the Board, ap- 
pares in The Journal of Conparative Pathology and 

herapeutics for September, the whole of the section 
dealing with the cultivation of the bacillus of this disease, 
which is essential for the preparation of a specific diag- 
nostic vaccine, is a repetition of the work of Messrs. 
Twort and Ingram, read before the Royal Society im 
February, 1912: whether he is aware that without Dr. 
Twort’s initial cag sory tes a medium on which to culti- 
vate the bacillus, read before the Royal Society on 17th 
November, 1910, this section of the report could not 
have been written: whether in the report upon Johne’s 
disease lately issued for the research laboratory of the 
Royal Veterinary College, or in any other publication 
the Government investigators into this disease have 
been able to adduce any evidence to disprove Messrs. 
Twort and Ingram’s claims as to the efficacy of their 
specific diagnostic vaccine ; and, if so, whether he will 
explain why a subsidy out of the Development Fund for 
the further investigation of Johne’s disease has been 
granted tothe Royal Veterinary College and none to the 
original investigators. 

r. Runctman: The answer to the first part of the 
question is in the negative. A lar, rt of the work 
escribed in the section dealing with the cultivation of 
the bacillus was carried out before February, 1912. 
With regard to the second part, it is impossible to state 


what would have been the result of independent | pe 


attempts to cultivate the bacillus if Mr. Twort had not 

reviously described a method by which this could be 

one. ith regard to the third part, I am advised that 
the conclusions drawn by Messrs. Twort and Ingram 
regarding the relative value of different methods of 
diagnosis in Johne’s disease are premature, and that 
they are not warranted by the evidence which has been 
published. The question of diagnosis forms an import- 
ant part of the investigations in progress at the Royal 
Veterinary College. I feel bound to add that the ques- 
tion of the hon. member seems to me to suggest that 
those who have been en on the investigations at 
the Royal Veterinary College have been less scrupulous 


than they should have been of the rights of other 
workers in the same field. I can find no evidence 
which justifies such a suggestion, and I hope that the 
hon. member will be willing to disclaim it. 

Mr. C. Barnurst: I made no such suggestion. I 
should like to know who will enjoy the commercial 
profit to be derived from the discovery of this medium ? 


The Danger of “Roarers"’ for Military Work. 


At a meeting at Penrith of the Cumberland and 
Westmoreland Territorial Association on Tuesday, 22nd 
ult., a question came up as to the purchase of nearly a 
score remounts. The Earl of Lonsdale, chairman, said 
nothing was said in the conditions as to roarers. A 
roarer was a very dangerous animal, especially under 
pressure of haulage. He remembered when going over 
the Kyber Pass two of the transport horses were roarers 
and they delayed the transport very much by falli 
and one of them died. The same thing happened wi 
the Yeomanry when on Salisbury Plain. here were 
very good racehorses which were roarers, but they were 
dangerous, because roaring was often accompanied by 
heart disease, and no one knew what was going to 
happen. When there was artillery it was a very danger- 
ous thing. 

Col. Dudgeon said he had had similar experiences. 
It was decided to apply restrictions against roarers.— 
The Yorkshire Post. 


Professional Evidence for the Butcher. 


A deputation from the National Feberation waited 
upon the Right Hon. John Burns “on the question of 
rmission being given toa butcher to call in a profess- 
ional man in the case where a carcase was condemned by 
an inspector.” As the law stands no man has the power 
to call in an expert to give an opinion as against that of 
the inspector. 


Personal. 
Botron--Carr.—At the Parish Church, South Hetton 
on the 23rd inst., by the Rev. A. E. Johnson, William 
Thomas Bolton, M.B.c.v.s., son of the late Dr. Bolton 
and Mrs. Bolton, of Prospect House, Ebchester Hill, to 
Ann Gertrude Carr, eldest daughter of Mr. J. Carr, of 
Haswell, and niece of Messrs. Oswald and Boad. 
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ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE. 


Extract from London Gazette. 
War Orricr, WHITEHALL, Oct. 25. 


TerRiToRIAL Force. ARMY VETERINARY Corps. 


W. D. Jordon to be Lieut. Dated Aug. 24. < 

Maj. H. A. Sullivan, retired pay, Army Veterinary 
Corps, is appointed Administrative Veterinary Officer 
of a Territorial Division, and is granted the temporary 
rank of Lieut.-Col. in the T. F. whilst holding the ap- 
pointment. Dated Oct. 26. 


OBITUARY 


Joun McLaucHLAN YOUNG, F.R.C.V.S., F.R.S.E., F.Z.S. 

The University, Aberdeen. 

New, Edin: Dec., 1891. Fellow, Dec., 1897. 

Mr. Young’s death occurred on Oct. 23rd, from 
ascites, after a protracted illness. ; 

He was Lecturer on Veterinary Hygiene, Aberdeen 
University, Examiner in Materia Medica, R.C.V.S., 
1907-1912. He was a native of Dundee, where his 
father, Dr. Peter Young, wasa well-known and highly 
respected medical practitioner. 

Ae een years Mr. Young was an enthusiastic mem- 
ber of the Fife Light Horse, in which he held a com- 
mission as veterinary officer, and on the outbreak of the 
South African War he volunteered his servi which 
were accepted, and served with the Yeomanry there for 
about two years, was present at several engagements, 
and received the South African medal and clasps. 

Mr. Young, who was 45 years of age, was married, 
and is survived by Mrs. Young and one daughter. 


The Late Mr. John Bowman. 


The late Mr. Bowman for many years carried on a 
highly successful veterinary practice at Fishergate 
Villa, Fulford Road, York. e practice from which 
he retired only within the last three years, was estab- 
lished over half a century ago, and the late Mr. Bow- 
man was widely reputed for his great knowledge of the 
treatment of horses. His connection with the farmers 
of Yorkshire and the North of England generally was 
an extensive one, and he was particularly well known 
amongst the farmers of Escrick, Wheldrake, and the 
villages of East Yorkshire. Mr. Bowman was a regular 
attender at the York Cattle Market, while he also at 
one time took an interest in the breeding of horses. 
Though the deceased took no part in public affairs, he 
was one of the most popular citizens, and was widely 
respected, and his death will be regretted by a very 
wide circle. 

The remains of the late Mr. John Collins Bowman 
of the Villa, Acomb, were interred in the Churchyard 
at Elvington, on Friday, 25th Oct. Mr. Bowman be- 
longed to an old Elvington family which has been con- 
nected with that village for at least two hundred years. 
By his general good nature and kindly disposition-Mr. 

wman has endeared himself to everyone of his 
many friends, and his memory will be long cherished in 
York and district. 

The funeral service at Elvington was of a very simple 
character, and was conducted by the Rev. k. P. T 
Tennant, vicar of Acomb. The chief mourners were 
Miss Bowman (daughter), Miss Minnie Bowman (niece), 
Mr. G. E. Bowman, M.R.O.V.8, eo brother), Mrs. 
Mayson Johnson (sister), Mr. rge Chapman, and 
Mr. George Crombie (York). There was a large assem- 
bly of friends of the deceased gentleman, including Mr. 
G. H. Pollock, m.r.c.v.s., of Acomb; Mr. E. Coates, 


Elvin ; Dr. Acomb, Dr. Wightman, Mr. and Mrs. 
W. Wheldrake. 
The correspondent to whom we are indebted for The 
erald with an account of Mr. Bowman’s 
funeral adds :— 

* He was a student of the late Prof. Dick at the Col- 
lege in Clyde Street, Edinburgh. In his ond days 
he was a keen sportsman, being a capital game shot : 
hunted many years with the York and Ainsty and Lord 
ounds, and rode and won mauy steeple- 
chases,” 


CORRESPONDENCE. 
CASTRATION STANDING, AND THE USE 
OF CLAMPS. 
Dear Sir, 

It does not improve our standing as professional men to 
follow methods in operative surgery dictated by our clients, 
and whatever of ease to the operator and ‘‘ pleasure ’’ to the 
operated conferred by the standing operation, it is not 
surgery. 

I have had no experience with the use of the emascula- 
tor, but after more than thirty years experience with the 
ecraseur I have never seen a fatal haemorrhage follow its 
use, and during all that time have not had half a dozen 
cases requiring after attention on account of bleeding. 

Why aman in the twentieth century should torture a 
horse with the clamp is to me a mystery. An aseptic 
ecraseur and knife, due care not to touch any part we do 
not remove, the flushing of the canals with an antiseptic 
after the operation is completed, and either proper anti- 
septic after care of the wound, or absolute non-interference, 
will give results that leave nothing to be desired. 

I shall never forget a criticism of Prof. Alexander 
Liautard, of New York, on the standing operation. He 
witnessed the operation by request, and after its rapid per- 
formance was asked, Well, Professor, what do you think 
of that? I rememberhis reply, What doI think? I think 
it is butchery—it is not surgery. 

In practising the art of surgery let us not neglect the 
science. Castration is a major surgical operation, always 
to be approached, whatever our skill and experience, with 
some degree of apprehension. We are operating on a well 
animal, not doing an emergency operation of necessity to 
save life ofa sick one. Lack of care sooner or later means 
lack of business, and lack of business means all that is 
horrible to the worshippers at the shrine of the ‘‘ Goddess 
of Getting Along.”’ 

Throughout my career I have always promptly shut 
down on any suggestions from my clients as to the manner 
aud matter of the medical or surgical treatment of their 
stock, and Iam sure that I have gained business from fol- 
lowing that course.—Yours very truly, 

Tuomas B. Rocers. 
President, V.M.A. of New Jersey. 
Woodbury, New Jersey. Oct. 10. 


Sir, 

In reply to the kind invitation of Mr. H. A. Barrett, I 
beg to say that if I have any desire for practical lessons in 
mountebank surgery (?) I can take them from one of the 
many travelling gelders, who are experts at applying 
‘*dressed’’ clams, stated not to cause pain, inflammation 
or swelling.’’ These experts can be founds in districts far 
nearer home, than the Royal Veterinary College, and they 
are said to posses all the attributes necessary for applying 
the pieces of wood and caustic to the spermatic cords, 
although they are not permitted to add the mystic letters 
to their names. But really if Mr. Barrett is anxious to 
defend the standing operation, he ought to answer the 
‘‘wild’’ remarks by some tame argument. I may also 
remind him that the ordinary colts we are called on to 
castrate are not those which couid be led through the streets 
of London. Even this would prove a feat to standing 
operators,—Yours, etc., E. Hoars, 
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Sir, 

It is quite unnecessasy to have a dress rehearsal of the 
standing operation with wooden clams with Mr. Barrett as 
the star artist. I saw the operation performed standing in 
Lancashire 22 years ago which would be about the time Mr. 
Barrett was thinking about it. I have done the operation 
many times standing myself and even used wooden clams. 

If Mr. Barrett wili call and see me st a convenient time I 
will show him how to castrate a colt standing (without 
clams, either dressed or undressed, 4 la Biddy and the 
tomatoes) in a fairly surgical manner and certainly in a 
+ streets above the wooden pincer style. 

free advertisement of a pre-historic method is not 
what I desire or require.—Yours faithfully, G. Mayau. 


CASTRATION AND ANESTHETICS. 
Dear Sir, 

On reading Mr. Wallis Hoare's letter in your issue of 
Oct. 19th, my first impression was that there was not a word 
in it worth answering. However, as I have entered into this 
discussion, I thought I might make a few final comments on 
the absurdity of his remarks. 

First, I would say that my statements concerning the non- 
surgical methods employed in castration in the recumbent 
position and the small amount of chloroform likely to be 
used if the Bill becomes law were entirely without arrogance 
or disrespect. Though these statements were made with a 
certain amount of regret that their truth could not be 
honestly challenged, they were made with a full knowledge 
and appreciation of the difficultles and prejudices encoun- 
tered in carrying out this work in this country. With regard 
to other countries I cannot speak. 

Nothing Mr. Hoare could have said or inferred could have 
convinced me more, if that were possible, that the standing 
operation is the superior method, that his statement that so 
many colts die that some Insurance Companies will not 
accept the risk. I trust I may be acquitted of any vanity 
when I say that of the thousand odd colts I have operated 
upon since adopting the standing method only two have 
died, and in both these cases, though the operation was the 
indirect cause of death it certainly was not the direct cause, 
as no veterinary surgeon would have passed either for insur- 
ance; one had to be cast owing to a previous attempt at 
castration in the recumbent position by another individual, 
while the other would not have been operated upon had it 
not been for the owner's insistence. I do not expect to be 
able to maintain such a low percentage of fatalities, and I 
do not ascribe this to personal skill, but to the method 
adopted. 

I repeat my statement ‘‘ Speaking generally you cannot 
kill him,’’ and feel convinced that while many will accept it 
they will not follow Mr. Wallis Hoare in his absurd assump- 
tion that all our precautions with reference to antiseptic 
treatment are practically useless. 

I gained my information as to the methods adopted in the 
recumbent position by observing and assisting some members 
of the R.C.V.S. castrating. Was Mr. Hoare thinking that if I 
gave the source of my information I should have to admit 
that I gained it from travelling gelders. If so, he is dis- 
appointed. 

I am content to let my remark ‘‘ that the animal is partly 
on his back ’’ remain. I agree with Mr. Hoare that in the 
recumbent position, having the animal on his side, is superior 
to placing it on its back, and usually suffices, but neverthe- 
less, owing to the upper hind limb being tied up so as to 
expose the scrotum, and owing to the anatomical arrange- 
ment of the parts in this position, this does not prevent the 
contaminated fluids draining back into the scrotum. 

Paragraph 3 of his letter clearly shows that he does not 
know everthing in connection with the standing operation. 

I feel rather loth to encroach upon the ‘‘ fear and pain "’ 
question, as I recognise that this is a subject for a psycholo- 
gist. However, I should say that an animal experiences no 
small amount of horror when it is suddenly partially 
asphyxiated, and when pungent strange vapours are first 
brought to play upon a sense of smell incomparably superior 
to that of man. I am sure that the excitable horses Mr. 
Hoare refers to would be in no small measure inconvenienced. 


I did not know, when I said that clams are safer and give 
better results, that generations of gelders had said the same 
thing. So much the better, if the experience of generations 
is on my side. It does not necessarily follow that if one 
appreciates the experience gained by former generations one 
must have recourse to ‘‘ their’’ literature ; text books in all] 
ages are not very often written by people who have little to 
do and have very limited practical experience. 

There are some men who, from want of knowledge or con- 
fidence in their own abilities, dare not adopt any of the 
methods of our forefathers lest they be thought ignorant or 
old-fashioned, A scandalous example of this occurred 
recently. An article to the lay press from the pen of a 
member of the R,C.V.S., written with the malicious inten- 
tion of conveying to the lay mind that firing with an old- 
fashioned iron heated in a coal fire is more barbarous (quite 
apart from whether it is done under anesthesia or not) than 
when done by the modern method—presumably the thermo 
cautery. The writer is a man of such unctuous humanity 
that he, without thinking for the fraction of a second what 
amount of pain he will cause, gratuitously advises 
week dozens of men to blister animals. The fact that Mr. 
Wallis Hoare is pleased to designate clams as cruel, in- 
human, barbarous, and unscientific, chiefly because they 
were used by our predecessors, does not make them so. It 
is only an expression of his opinion. Those who use them 
and recognise the advantages of so doing will, in all proba- 
bility, go on using them, for much as Mr. Hoare would like 
to make us ‘‘scientific’’ by Act of Parliament, I doubt 
whether the Bill will pass. It would be difficult to finda 
Bill so ill-considered in its composition, so preferential in its 
protection, and so lacking in details as to administration. 

May I crave a little more space to make a few comments 
on Mr. Mayall’s letter. 1 am sorry I cannot accept his 
statement that the majority of operators with ecraseur or 
emasculator boil and disinfect their instruments. It is with- 
out prejudice or disrespect that I feel assured they are in the 
minority. I always thought the second chain was carried 
by users of the ecraseur in case of accident to the first, not 
for cleanliness. If the reason is to use a clean chain for 
each colt, then some men would find themselves loaded up 
with thirty or forty spare chains. 

Unfortunately Mr. Mayall seems to have only seen the 
wooden clams used where proper or even ordinary care of 
them has not been observed. He will think it a terrible 
admission on my part when I say I have this year used 
wooden clams I used seven years ago, and those perhaps 
three or four times a year. This has not been done from 
meanness but to satisfy a little inquisitiveness, and because 
I feel sure they are quite safe after thorough scouring and 
boiling for fifteen or twenty minutes. I have seen "infected 
cords after castrating standing, but I should not like to 
positively blame the clams. It may have been my hands, 
or it may have occurred after removal of the clams. 

It is not necessary that steel clams should be used for 
castrating rams, neither is it necessary that the scrotum 
should not be opened. I should like to hear if anyone can 
offer any explanation why ‘'trapping’’ (a dear old un- 
scientific word, isn't it?) is practically the only method of 
castrating rams with any degree of success. 

I admit that the cleanliness of the colt’s surroundings has 
much to do with the amount of subsequent swelling. This 
factor does not vary whether colts are operated upon up or 
down. In my last letter I was comparing the proportional 
amount of swelling after both methods. I quite fail to see 
how drainage is affected by wooden clams. Surely Mr. 
Mayall does not think they are left on to fall off? 

In conclusion, I should like to remark, lest an opposite 
impression has been formed, that I am in favour of the use of 
anzsthetics for the lower animals. I know the benefit of 
them both to the animal and the operator, and I recognise 
that it is our duty as well as our object as veterinary sur- 
geons (apart from getting a living) to alleviate what suffer- 
ing we can amongst them. But I do maintain that there are 
some operations for which it is not necessary, and for which 
it should not be compulsory. Among these operations is 
castration.—I am, yours faithfully, 

E. BrayLey REyYNoLps. 


October 23rd. | 
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